
APPENDIX 5 
 

CHAIR’S UPDATE CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S SCRUTINY 

BOARD 
 

1.0 PURPOSE OF UPDATE 

1.1 This report updates Scrutiny Management Board (SMB) on the work of the 
Children and Young People’s Scrutiny Advisory Board and any issues and 
developments that have occurred since the last meeting of SMB. 

2.0 BOARD MEETING UPDATE  

2.1 In February the Children and Young People’s Board met to consider reports 
on Child Sexual Exploitation, programmes to attract more people into 
Children’s Social Work and the ‘Being a Child in Cumbria’ report, produced 
by Barnardos. 

3.0 ADDITIONAL SCRUTINY ACTIVITY UNDERTAKE BY THE 

BOARD  

3.1 Additional activity undertaken and planned by the Board is noted below: 

3.2 The Board has also joined the Corporate Parenting Board for a training 
session on Signs of Safety. This is a preventative approach that works with 
families to identify strengths they can build upon to prevent children needing 
statutory interventions. Members were impressed with the approach and 
hope it will have a positive impact on the Council’s prevention agenda. 

3.3 In April the Board will be receiving a presentation on the 0-19 
Commissioning plans ahead of them going to Cabinet. This will be jointly 
with Health Scrutiny, and we are hoping to build stronger links between the 
Boards and be able to cross-refer issues and plan events together as we are 
currently doing with the Corporate Parenting Board. 

3.4 We are also planning to receive a presentation from the Police and Crime 
Commissioner about County Lines, and to understand how the police and 
partners are working to tackle the problem. More broadly we are planning to 
look at the question of how digital technology is impacting on children and 
young people in terms of safeguarding and emotional health and wellbeing.  

3.5 Over the past year Members of the Board have begun to raise questions 
about Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) and the growing 
pressure on these services. Members are keen to understand the changes 
introduced by Government in 2014 with the introduction of Education and 
Health Care Plans (EHCPs) and whether the pressures on services reported 
nationally are being replicated in Cumbria. 

 

 



3.6 We are also planning to have a full review in our next Board of the first year’s 
Children’s Improvement Plan following Ofsted’s 2017 inspection. The Board 
is keen to be assured that improvement is continuing and that the Council is 
on track for a future Ofsted rating of Good or Outstanding. 

4.0 CONCLUSION  

4.1 Overall, the Board’s agenda has benefitted from having strategic and ‘meaty’ 
items, and we would like to thank the continued input of John Macilwraith 
and his senior team, as well as some of the officers who are directly 
delivering key programmes. Overall we feel that Members are effectively 
scrutinising provision of services and looking more broadly into 
understanding the lives and experiences of children and young people in 
Cumbria. 
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